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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Najmolhoda (5,921,526) or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over 
Najmolhoda (5,921,526). 

The Najmolhoda reference discloses a pressure control valve comprising a valve 
unit 10 extruded from plastic, wherein the valve unit 10 is arranged coaxially to an 
actuator unit 14 and serves to control a fluid flow between a supply port 72 and a 
consumer port 74, and wherein fluid channels 18f, 74a and a valve chamber 18e are 
formed in the valve unit 10 wherein a valve closing member 38 is disposed in the valve 
chamber 18e, and wherein the fluid channels 18f, 74a and the valve chamber 18e are 
formed on an injection-molded preform 18 that includes a flange 19, such that flange 19 
surrounds the preformed 18, the flange 19 represents an outer hydraulic region of the 
valve unit 10, wherein the consumer port 74 and the supply port 72 are formed on the 
flange 19. 

Although Najmolhoda et al does not disclose the extrusion coating process used 
to mold the flange 19a of housing 19 on the perform or hydraulic 18, it appears that the 
valve unit 12 of Najmolhoda et al would be similar to that as claimed. 
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Regarding claim 2, the perform 18 has a seating plate 18b, wherein the seating 
plate is oriented at the right angle to a longitudinal axis of the valve unit 10. 

Regarding claim 3, the preform 18 has at least one plane of symmetry. 

Regarding claim 4, the valve closing member 38 is a sphere. 

Regarding claim 5, the valve closing member 38 can be actuated by means of a 
slide valve 22, wherein the slide valve 22 penetrates the perform 18 in axial direction. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Najmolhoda (5,921 ,526) in view of Maier et al (5,775,355). 

The Najmolhoda reference discloses a pressure control valve comprising a valve 
unit 10 extruded from plastic, wherein the valve unit 10 is arranged coaxially to an 
actuator unit 14 and serves to control a fluid flow between a supply port 72 and a 
consumer port 80, and wherein fluid channels 18f, 74a and a valve chamber 18e are 
formed in the valve unit 10 wherein a valve closing member 38 is disposed in the valve 
chamber 18e, and wherein the fluid channels 18f, 74a and the valve chamber 18e are 
formed on an injection-molded preform 18 that includes a flange 19a. 

Although Najmolhoda does not disclose that the flange 19a (or housing 19) is 
connected to the perform or hydraulic 18 by extrusion coating, attention is directed to 
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Maier et al reference which teaches a control valve comprising a valve casing 8 having 
a flange 58 extrusion-coated thereon. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to have the flange extrusion-coated on the Najmolhoda 
preform or bobbin in view of the teaching of Maier et al reference as an alternative way 
of connecting the valve parts together. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claim 9 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed on 01/20/2006 with respect to claims 1-5 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Huyen Le whose telephone number is 571-272-4890. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Justine Yu can be reached on 571-272-4835. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/615,661 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 3751 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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